DR WHO'S 


RENAISSANCE 


OUR TRADITIONAL MONSTERS, says 
Philip Hinchcliffe, producer of 
the new Dr Who series, now 
entering its 13th year on BBC 
television, have become a bit 
outdated. He believes there are 
still more fanciful monsters to 
be summoned up, ' There is a 
growing taste for science fan- 
tasy and romance,’ he says, ‘and 
I believe we should try to meet 


| it. Our audiences range from 


five- to 90-year-olds and we have 
to be careful not to lose cred- 
ence with our older viewers.' So, 
over the last couple of years, 
Hinchcliffe has put the Daleks 
into mothballs, along with the 
Cybermen and the Ice Warriors. 
Doubtless, they will stage a 
comeback: 'But, for now, Га 
like to try something different.' 
The new four-part adventure 
The Masque of Mandragora by 
Louis Marks —is set in Renais- 
sance Italy. “Апа, says Hinch- 
cliffe, *the atmosphere is posi- 
tively Shakespearean. It begins 
with the Doctor messing around 
in the control-room of the 
Tardis and accidentally heading 
it into the Mandragora Helix, an 
extra-terrestrial energy force 
which appears as a ball of fire 
and takes over human beings. 
The Doctor and Sarah - played, 
as before, by Tom Baker and 
Elisabeth Sladen - become in- 
volved in the intrigues of a 
noble family in which a wicked 
uncle is trying to usurp his 
nephew, the rightful duke, 
aided by a secret sect led by 
the astromancer, Hieronymus. 
We have sword-play, horse- 
riding and magic. I think it's 
a marvellous mixture.' 
Hinchcliffe found his film 
locations in and around Port- 
meirion, the  extraordinarily 
Welsh-Italian village inspired 
by memories of Portofino and 
created in Merionethshire by 
the architect Sir Clough Wil- 
liams-Ellis. ‘We have chosen 
our locations very carefully, 
says Philip Hinchcliffe. * They're 


perfect for this epic, swash- 
buckling type of story.’ 
Another innovation: ‘The 


Tardis has a new control-room. 
It’s always been explained that 
the ship is infinitely bigger in- 
side than it appears from the 
outside. and the Doctor reveals 
the new quarters by opening a 
forgotten door apparently at 
random. It’s rather dusty and 
Edwardian inside. But we in- 


vited members of the Dr Who . 


Appreciation Society to inspect 
the controls and I’m assured 
they’re in good working order.’ 
He has also received a ten- 
page thesis from a viewer, now 
living in Rhodesia, which formu- 
lates an ingenious theory as to 
how the Tardis makes its jour- 


Who, what and where? The doctor 
comes back down to earth in Italy 


neys through time and space. 
‘Viewers are increasingly so- 
phisticated,’ says Philip Hinch- 
cliffe, ‘and that’s an excellent 
thing. Part of the fun lies in 
keeping up with them.’ 


4 E 
* Mandragora energy! Get down! Quick! ’ It’s the start of a new Dr Who 
adventure, and the Doctor (Tom Baker) finds himself involved in more 


strange happenings, this time in 15th-century Italy. Part 1: 6.10 pm 


6.10 New series 
Dr Who 


starring Tom Baker 

in Masque of Mandragora 

A four-part story by LOUIS MARKS 

1: An evil intruder in the Tardis 
. .. The Doctor and Sarah are 
caught in a dark world of intrigue 
and sorcery. 


Dr Who....................... TOM BAKER 
Sarah Jane........ELISABETH SLADEN 
Count Federico.......JON LAURIMORE 
Captain Rossini.....ANTONY CARRICK 


Soldier.......:.. 5s ...PAT GORMAN 
Giuliano........... GARETH ARMSTRONG 
Marco...... eee TIM PIGOTT-SMITH 
Hieronymous...........NORMAN JONES 
High Priest.........ROBERT JAMES 
Brother...............BRIAN ELLIS 
Incidental music by 

DUDLEY SIMPSON 

Script editor ROBERT HOLMES SP 


Designer BARRY NEWBERY Ф 
Producer PHILIP HINCHCLIFFE 


Director RODNEY BENNETT 


6.5 Dr Who 


starring Tom Baker 

in Masque of Mandragora 

A four-part story 

by LOUIS MARKS 

2: Fear reigns in San Martino as 
the Hooded Terror seeks further 
victims. 


Dr Who;. us Na e er i TOM BAKER 
Count Federico......J0N LAURIMORE 
Guards.JAMES APPLEBY, JOHN CLAMP 
Sarah Jane........ELISABETH SLADEN 
High Priest.............. ROBERT JAMES 


Brother... oes УК BRIAN ELLIS 
Pikemen...PETER WALSHE, JAY NEIL 
Hieronymous.......... NORMAN JONES 


GARETH ARMSTRONG 
-TIM PIGOTT-SMITH 
Captain Rossini.....ANTONY CARRICK 
Titan voice.........PETER TUDDENHAM 
Incidental music by DUDLEY SIMPSON 
Script editor ROBERT HOLMES 

Designer BARRY NEWBERY 


Producer PHILIP HINCHCLIFFE 
Director RODNEY BENNETT 


Giuliano. 


6.10 Dr Who 


starring Tom Baker 

in Masque of Mandragora 

A four-part story 

by LOUIS MARKS 

3: Torture and death await the 
Doctor as the Powers of Darkness 
envelop Earth. 


Giuliano....... ....GARETH ARMSTRONG 
Count Federico...... JON LAURIMORE 
Captain Rossini...ANTONY CARRICK 


Sarah Jane......... ELISABETH SLADEN 
High Priest..... VEO os d ROBERT JAMES 
Hieronymous.......... NORMAN JONES 
Brother....... 2 reos. BRIAN ELLIS 


Marco...... eee TIM PIGOTT-SMITH 


Incidental music by DUDLEY SIMPSON 
Script editor ROBERT HOLMES 
Designer BARRY NEWBERY 

Producer PHILIP HINCHCLIFFE 
Director RODNEY BENNETT 


6.10 Dr Who 


starring Tom Baker 

in Masque of Mandragora 

A four-part story by LOUIS MARKS 
4: Besieged in the Palace, the 
Doctor takes a last desperate 
gamble. But are the Brothers of 
Demnos already in command? 


Dr Who........ sua ivan TOM BAKER 
Hieronymous.... TORMAN JONES 


High Priest .ROBERT JAMES 
Brother...... icy vite d iN voe BRIAN ELLIS 
Sarah Jane........ ‘ELISABETH SLADEN 
Captain Rossini.....ANTONY CARRICK 
Marco....... eee TIM PIGOTT-SMITH 
Giuliano........... GARETH ARMSTRONG 
Entertainer................ STUART FELL 


Dancers: PEGGY DIXON 
JACK EDWARDS, ALISTAIR FULLARTON 
MICHAEL REID, KATHY WOLFF 


Incidental music by DUDLEY SIMPSON 
Script editor ROBERT HOLMES 

Designer BARRY NEWBERY 

Producer PHILIP HINCHCLIFFE 

Director RODNEY BENNETT (Next week: 
The Hand of Fear, a new story) 


